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Public sentiment is everything. With public sentiment nothing can fail, 
withot1.t it nothing can succeed. Consequently, he who molds public senti-
ment goes deeper than he who enacts statutes or prono1lJICea decisions. 
Abraham Lincoln 
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Treatment of Data.-- A Check list of 11 main classifications 'ttas de-
veloped to use in checking the educational topics. The main classifica-
tions are extraeurricu.lar activities divided into athletic and nonathletic; 
value of education; school building, supplies, and equipment; teachers 
and school administrators; curriculum which included health, sex education, 
religion instruction, and citizenshi~ ; method of instruction; finance; 
public support ·of private schools; discipline and behavior of pupils and 
forei~ schools education. Secondly, the various articles are classified 
under the grade level of education that the educational topic dealt in. 
These consist of college, elementary and secondary, adult, elementary, 
secondary, and a combination of elementary, secondary, college education. 
After the magazine articles ware analyzed far educational content, tables 
were made to facilitate a comparison of the frequencies and type of ma.-
tarial. Also, the main points of view of the specific articles are noted. 
· For the purpose of identification the following symbols will desig-
nate the four magazines used in the study: 
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(A) Ladies 1 Rome Journal. 
(:B) The Saturday nenin~ Post 
( 0) Harper 1 s Magazine 
(D) Collier's 
Limitation of the Stuqy.-- The selection of these particular periodi-
cals does not imply a top :po:pul.B.l'ity rating. An assumption mlW be made in 
that the periodicals have a large circulation and are at the disposal of 
substantial citizens, the parents. 
Need for the Study.~- Many media have a mass influence on the public. 
For example, the ~adio, motion picture films, newspapers, and magazines 
sell entertainment, guidance, and information daily. They are all social 
forces constantly subjecting our environment t o change. After pupils have 
left school and taken their place in the community, periodicals will be 
their chief source of information about current affairs, local or national. 
School interpretation sources should be a multitude of vehicles working 
harmoniously. Coordination of all phases is en objective toward which to 
strive for or confusion is inevitable among the l~en as to the nature of 
education. A contemporary article from a newspaper1 with a large eircula-
tion manifest a viewpoint of the preceding statement. 
SENS Il3LE EDO'C.I\.TI 0N 
"Federal investigators have made the belated discovery that American 
high schools ldo not meet the needs of 60 per cent of their students'. 
Any reasonably well-educated person who listened to the average high 
school student trying to order a breakfast in French, Spanish, German or 
Italian could have given Uncle Sam that information a decade ago. 
1 Daily Record, :Boston, Mass., August, 1949. 
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The truth of the matter is that most high schools are intended to be 
the training grounds for colleges and universities, and the boy or girl 
who has to go to work when he receives his diploma is sadly out of luek. 
Taxp~ers are within their rights when the.y protest against this waste 
of time and money. 
The important purpose of education is to equip' its beneficiaries for 
the practical business of earning a living." 
It can be readily seen that the school is but one of the ma.nY environ-
mental a gencies at work in attracting the at tent ion of the citizens on 
school matters. 
SmaJ..ll in the part e>f his inquiry form concerning the school's rela-
tiona with the pnblic concludes: 
11 Responses in the instances of these two items were of such 
character as to indicate that although, predominantly, parents were 
satisfied with what reports they were currently receiving from the 
school, they would be most receptive to additional information. 
Comments did not seem to indicate that the school was shirking 
its responsibility in the matter of reporting its activities and 
plans, but the. thought that more information would be helpful 
to parents in facilitating the understanding of what transpired 
was generally expressed." · 
Although Farley's sul"V'¢ was on a larger scale, his findings show 
that school customers were also receiving least information on school 
topics in which the parents are most interested, and most· information on 
school topics in which the,r are least interested. Secondly, he finds the 
school public is most interested in articles dealing with the instructional 
program of the how, why, and what is being tatl&ht. Moehlman3 recognizes 
the publicity of poor nature: 
l F. A. Small, "Parental Opinion Concerning Certain Public High School 
Services," Unpublished Service Paper, School of Education, ~oston Univer-
sity, 1949. 
2 ~. M. Farley, What to Tell the Pe,le About the Public Schools, 
Teachers College, Golu.mbia .... UniverSTE"y, l 29. -
3 A. ~. Moehlman, Social Interpretation,D.Appleton Century Oo.,N.Y.,193S 
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11 Sociel interpretation may be considered as that activity 
whereby the institution is made aware of community conditions, 
needs, and the factuel informational service whereby the people 
are kept continaously informed of the purpose. value, conditions , 
· and needs of their educational program. Its purpose is not 
selfish, and its motives are not ulterior.• 
Reeder relates, "The people at all times are entitled to be informed 
about the work of the school; and they will be informed through some 
source and in some manner. School officials and employees must therefore 
decide whether the people shall be intelligently and completely informed 
and thereby guided into a more sympathetic understanding of school pur-
poses, needs, and accomplishments or whether they shall be deluded by 
hears9\1, victimized by propaganda, and perhaps turned into temporary 
1 
enemies or heartless supporters of the schools." 
With an increase of enrollments throughout the educational ladder 
and a broadening general education for all children being advocated, not 
only must the people know of the monetary cost involved, it must also be 
aware of the educational procedures taking :place in our ever-cll.an€ing 
environment. In this way- the community can create proper attitudes con-
earning the school, thereby enrieaing the pupils' out of school activities 
and in-school environment. 
Grinnell S'UJilB trp his viewpoint by stating: 
1 The victory will come when the publie believes as firmly in 
the whole program of modern education as it believes in the narrower 
education which it promoted so proudly in the younger democracy~ 
The victory will come when all of the community knows the clear 
facts about the need for a well-rounded education; when it knows 
the relative costs to the state of crime and of education, of 
1 W. C. Reeder, An Introduction to Public School Relations, The Mac-
millan Co. , !few York:-1937. -
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luxeries and of education; when it lmows what constitutes faculty 
preparation and peraonal qualifications and experience; when it 
understands the problems of administration, supervision, and 
pupil measurement: in abort when it lmows everything necessary to 
the thoughtful endoresement of the public school pregram.•l 
M~ priceless media are available for conveying school interpretation 
to the layman, although some administrators have closed their eyes to these 
media. Cook makes the assertion: 
"With some notable exceptions, the schools have appeared 
either hesitant or reluctant to present significant news about 
their activities. Ch-ewing public lmowledge 8lld appreciation of 
the public schools, through more penetrating discussion of 
education in the press, would do much to attract a greater 
n1Dlber of talented young men and women to them as teachers. It 
wOill.d also be valuable assurance that these schools are recog-
nized as a unique and priceless instrument for perpetuating our 
cheriShed democratic trad1tions."2 
America is a newsreading nation. Yeager claims: 
"There is scarcely a home in which from one to a dozen or 
more JII8&S.dnes and newspapers do not make periodic entry. If 
editorial. policies are unfriendly to public education or to 
certain individuals associated w1 th the local schools, unhealthy 
home and community attitudes may be developed affecting the 
whole educational system~•3 
Harral strengthens the importance of non-professional media when he 
relates: 
"In the fin&l. step of the campaign, the public relations 
director chooses t he media or channels through which the message 
is to be interpreted to the public. He has access to an unlimited 
1 J. E. Grizmell, Intenreting ~ Public Schools, McGi-aw-Hill Co., 
Inc., New York, 1935. 
2 Theodore N. Cook, "Free Schools and the Press," The Christian Science 
Monitor, Magazine Section, Nov, 20, 194S, p. 6. ---
3 W. A. Yeager. Home-School-Community Relations, U:m.i versi ty of 
Pittsburg, 1939. 
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number of media, but is likely to devote most of his efforts to 
the principal agencies of mass impression, which include news-
papers, magazines, radio, and moving picture. Other media which 
mq be used include direct mail literature, exhibits, speeches, 
yearbooks, posters, and cataJ.ogues.•l 
Horn recognizes that the press end school should be natural allies; 
both attempt to overcome indifference and ignorance; and both serve the 
same customers. Secondly, school administrators can afford to have con-
fidence in reporters and not afford to camouflage issues and show poor 
courtesy when confronted by them. 2 
School interpretation should not assume the position of an on and of:f 
switch. 1 Many times the ls;rmen receive school news only when the ta:rp~ers 
purse is needed. Secondly, school news is at times restricted to certain 
groups. Lamb emphasizes that no stone should be left tm.turned in infarmillg 
the citizens, "no rostrum should be disregarded, grange halls, lodge rooms, 
meeting places, end discussions, programs, and forums must not be confined 
to the retentious edifices o:f schools, nor to the confines of a paren.t-
teachers-association."3 
Modern education by its very nature is a democratic cooperative 
enterprise. The layman shoul.d not only be aware of the capacity of 
schools, but also their limitations. Fisk states that: 
1 s. Harral, Public Relations for ~ Education, University of' 
Oklahoma Press, Norman, Oklahoma., 1942. - . 
2 G. Horn, Public-School Publicity, Inor Publishing Co •• Inc., New 
York, 1948. 
3 W. E. Lamb, and D. G. Eishop, "Community Planning in a Democracy," 
National Council for the Social Studies, :Bull. No. 21, August, 194S~ 
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"In far too many communities edms.tion is a. thing set apart 
from the public mind, and its wUl for better education. Con-
servative in this as in other areas, the public wUl pull awq 
from change in its educs.tienal system so long s.s it has little 
opportunity to bow the schools, to understand their problems, 
and, to grasp the significance for them of modern d.evelopments 1n 
the science of edneation."l 
Moffitt lists three common reasons for failure in any public school rela.- . 
tions: 
1. Holier-than-thou attitude 
2. Scholastic Pomposity 
3. Lack of vision2 
Schools must never assume an arrogant attitude, and alwSJB stress their 
rights and privileges; but rather the responsibility that educational 
institutions haTe to the eithens. 
"The purpose of our public relations should be to produce 
better schools in order to do a better job of serving our 
communities and society in general. We need make no apologies 
for such programs.•3 
School news is as broad as education itself. It cannot be encased 
in a shell-like citadel. As in the preparation of worthwhile goals ta.rard 
which pupils are to have an opportunity to work, the environmental forees 
must also be considered for school interpretation. 
1 R. E• Fisk, Public Understanding ,2! .1!!!!:i Good School8 ,2!!! ~. 
Teachers College, Columbia University, New York:-1§44. 
2 F. J. Moffitt, 0 Wby Do We Fail in Public Relations?" Education, 
Vol. 69, June, 1949. 
3 T. L. Nelson, "Needed: Better Public Relations Programs," ~ 




ANALYSIS OF DATA 
Scope of Chanter.-- In determining the kind and tne of educational 
topics that laymen are reading in nonprofessional periodicals, the main 
points and points of view of the magazine articles are cited in the 
following chapter. The main points are classified under eleven main 
categories respectively: value of education, curriculum, methods of 
instruction, school bu.ildinga and supplies, teachers and school administra-
tion, athletic extracurricular activities, foreign schools, discipline end 
behavior of pupils, finance, . and public support of private schools. 
Ten tables are set up to show the frequency of educational topics 
for the six preceding years. Tables 3 through g shows the numerical 
distribution of articles under their main classifications for the past 
six years. Table 1 is the s"'lJJlllia.ry of the total number of educational 
articles that appeared in all the four periodicals. Table 2 shows the 
percentage distribution of educational articles classified under their 
particular grade level. Finally, Table 9 shows the percentage distribu-





basis. In order for a healthy growth of democracy, community colleges 
should give many equal opportunities. The cost of dormitory expenses 
could be eliminated and the colleges would serve a.s a fork in a road for 
greater specialization.(llS) 
The schools must not only guide the pupil in the use of knowledge 
but also with good intentions of their en"!"iro:nment. (107) 
l.{any educators still believe that the mind is like a bag end is to 
be stuffed with knowledge. Education should be a means to an end and not 
an end in itself. The objective is to bu.ild better h'Wilan beings in a 
better world.(l24) 
Education is the backbone of a nation. Countries with rich natural 
resources but with low standards of education have generally low per-
capita assets. The citizens must provide the teacher with the tools of 
his profession in order that our public education m~ improve.(l23) 
11 It is this attempt to create and maintain a homogeneous emulsion 
of personalities that accounts for a good deal of what is taken for 
exclusiveness in the private schools." Private schools provide intel-
lectual independence which is important in our democratic society. "The 
claim of superiority (private schools) is based primarily on four 
assumptions ••• attention to each pupil's special needs, that the level 
of intelligence in the private schools group is generally high, that the 
quality of teaehing is good, and that their independence enable them to 
teach wha. t and as they please." ( 74) 
Too many pupils are being trained for jobs that exist in small 
numbers and the pupils lack the aptitude required of these professional 
oc~pations. Vocational guidance advocated in elementary sehoole where 
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children and teacher m8iV understand the early a;ptitude~ personalities, and 
leadership of individuals thus redirecting future vocational goals.(l04) 
The learning product should not only be intellectual abilities but 
also social and moral attitudes. The schools could benefit by a.n im-
provement in the quality of education at all levels. McConnell stresses 
methods by which these can be accomplished, namely ·community colleges 
and more cooperation from the citizens. The citizens can be careful in 
choosing school board members, reading school reports, and being aware of 
needs of the sehool.(ll3) 
Since man is an emotional and rational being, the schools must not 
only provide for the three R1 s, but also the appreciation and ideals of 
mankind. "People are free when they are whole persons and when the mind 
and emotions are integrated to a common purpose. 11 (S7) 
Human institutions when left to operate independently become 
stagnant and obsolete. Citizens should be cognizant of what the schools 
are doing and that it cost money to meet the bare needs of a school. The 
public is a stockholder in a business concerned with the development of a 
nation's greatest natural resource, its youth.(l20) 
From a survey of persons who use the English language as means o:f' 
earning a living, it was shown that lock step faShion of grammatical rule 
is not the rule. n ••• that English grammar is fa:r more fluid and less 
restrictive than some speech manuals and textbooks admit or than many non-
professional people real1ze."(75) 
A great stress has been put on hours, courses, credits, and that 
learning terminates upon receiving a diploma. Schools lay the foundation, 
but this foundation is not to an entity in itself. "Liberal education, 
13 
the education which really frees men is the self-education of' adults. 11 (83) 
Education should not cease at• a certain SE;e but rather be continuous 
with a balance of ideals, theories and realities. Since man 1s environment 
is flexible, adult ed.ueation would be able to cope with the new problems 
and ideals. 11We have lost our grip on education ••• For this we need to 
substitute a system whose ruling principle is the making of' h'lllila!l beings -
and neither mind nor character can be made without a spiritual element. 11 (89~ 
Adult education is being neglected in America. Z.!any persons have I 
the attitude that upon graduation learning stops and monetary goals are 
in sight. "The education of' an adult is the same as the education of' a 
child. It is continuation of childhood education ••• and acquaint them 
with enduring problems of life and society." Learning to live is essen-
tial because of' increasing leisure time on our hands.(93) 
With the atomic era increasing leisure time, the education of all 
adults becomes imperative. The aim of adult training not ~ecessarily 
being for an avocational pursuit but education for the common vocation 
of ei tizenship. 1 Think of the time, thought, effort and money we have 
wasted on vocational training. Its relevance to a moral, intellectual, 
and spiritual reformation is certainly remote. 11 (162) 
An analysis of the Republic of Plato brings out a point that fGr the 11 
first time here was a thinker who perceived the dependency of a good natiolil. 
upon educated citizens. The object of education is the training of 
chara.cter.(133) 
Education should be made available for the general, college and 
vocational student. Learning must not be restricted 11 to the cream of 
the academic crop. 11 11 He (Mr. Hu.tchins) should be reminded that even the 
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best scholars can east only one vote ••• the Ph. D. is in a very ama.ll 
minority. 11 (13S) 
" ••• Our education has increasingly retreated from the essential 
purpose of edncation which is to be man creating, not job holcllers 
creating. 1 The parents are largely respol'lsible for this trend of robot 
education. (lOS) 
The returning veteran just thinks of education a.s a mass of books. 
Although the veteran :ma.y be emotional in his reactions, the schools mey 
have brought this attitude about. "There is not enough effort in the 
lower grades to msk:e school interestil'lg and attractive, 11 stated Capt. 
Wtlliam Adams in charge of educational reconditioning at the England 
General Hosp1tal.(l3) 
Many will take advantage of the opportmity when presented. AduJ.ts 
are the most numerous part of our population. Since environmental sur-
roundings are in constant change and leisure time available is increasing, 
community colleges could also serve adult training. Education is a 
lifelong process.(ll7) 
In an opinion research problem to the question, "Do you think the 
Government should own and operate aJ.l the factories?" answers from adults 
with no secondary school training were an average of 17 per cent for the 
affirmative. For adults having high school training, the affirmative 
answer dropped to 1 per cent. In one area, at any rate, schooling is 
not prodneing economic lll1terates~(42) 
15 
Curriculum.-- Mathematics and grammar are being neglected in our 
schools. Mathematics is important because it toughens the reasoning 
power. .AJ.so, gra.mma.r because it strengthens the memory :power. Sectarian 
religious training cannot be brought into the school. "Bnt it is per-
fectly possible to discover a bedrock ethical basis common to all the 
faiths institutionalized in America. 11 (84) 
The physical sciences in the past quarter century have been on an 
elective basis, while the social studies are in the required group. A 
main reason has been that the administrators who plan the curriculum are 
too narrowly prepared in statistics and administrative snbject. Secondly, 
they do not have adequate knowledge and fUnction of the academic and non-
academic subjects at least in a general nature.(l5) 
The schools are not meeting the needs and interest of many pupils. 
A veteran found the schools' curriculum 11 dismeyingly unrealistic, 
inefficient, and lackadaisical." The entire cvrieulum should not 'be 
forced upon all, and more discussions tolerated in the classroom.(6) 
The Supreme Court decision on a "relea.se time system" has confused 
educators and public more than ever. Gauss advocates religion being 
taught in school because a policy which tod.q excludes religion from its 
system of ed:ucation is not neutral, it is unfavorable to religion. .AJ.so, 
an educational diet which omits all religion rapidly becomes a "saltless 
_ pumpkin11 since m8lJY school subjects are rooted deep in religious aspects. 
(114) 
Many educators advocate an entirely different curriculum for women 
in comparison with the men, with emphasis on family relationship courses. 
When a person takes such a stand, he hinders a person's native aptitude~ 
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1What is needed is a rich and diversi:f'ied curriculum to bring out the 
special taJ.ents of the individual student regardless of sex. n Secondly, 
a family relationship course oll8ht to be given to both sexes, since both 
participate in it in daily living.(76) 
Pupils are being bored by patched-up c'Ol"riculums. Also, the schools 
are still college-prep courses dominatiJl8, but many pupils are not going 
to college. 'Realistic eclneation can't filter down into the communities 
unless parents went it, and it can't be effective unless teachers want 
it." (62) 
Although some parents will answer sex questions for their child, 
ll183lY' keep children in total ignorance. The schools must remeey this by 
adding sex edncation in the curriculum. Many schools lack the facilities 
and instructors who are capable of teaching sex eclncation.(l21) 
Disputes can be eliminated when adding sex education into the curricu-
lum by obtaining the reaction of the pupils and leading citizens. From a 
college survey, pupils' reaction was that high school students shoul.d be 
given the facts of life and not •the birds and bees system of learning 
about life."(l46) 
What subJects to be taught is not a private problem among edncators. 
The student must be answered in why they are taking certain subjects in 
the curricul.um. The method of teaching is a private problem of teachers. 
Although for a talented teacher one method of teaching seems to work as 
good as another.(36) 
Schools must not adopt a policy of 1 academic isolation" nor a narrow 
vocationaJ. training. "General eduoation demands more than either. It can-
not isolate itself from the cries and tumults of the present, nor can it 
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~- ====~==========================================================~======== 
permit the student to escape without some appreciation of his heritage 
f~om histor.1. 1 (14) 
The elective system in currieulum policies is being overdone, and as 
a result students are neglecting their fundamental moral and ethical educe.-
tion. 11 The idea that education did not consist of a sum of basic knowledge 
but of undisciplined sel!-expression •• • gained headw~ rapidly. 11 (77) 
An elective system mq seem satisfactory in an ideal philosophical 
principle. In practical use the elective system encourages pupils to 
carry the easiest courses in the echool program. (148) 
The elective system has been abandoned in a college and all students 
are required to take all courses based on 100 great books dealing with 
Greek philosophy to science and mathematics. n .All teachers teach many 
subjects • • • that the students are to ha.ve a well rounded knowledge of all 
the subjects they study and are to understand their relationship."(4) 
VerticaJ. organization in curriculum planning is lacking. "The 
indistinct ideas of the social study historians have not succeeded because 
the most elementary basic ideas have been neglected in their effort to 
fuse and integrate. 8 (2) 
Students are poorly adjusted after and during graduation because of 
lack of vocational guidance. An individnal can rarely be happy unless his 
chosen field fits him. This condition can be improved by getting more 
"vocational" guidance in the public sChools.(l26) 
Vocational Guidance is lacking in our schools only 1600 of our 30,000 
high schools have guidance facilities. Proper counseling which will 
encourage pupils to remain in school and not drop off would be e. step 
toward an improvement. Also. the pupil could be guided toward a lii'e work 
~-~~====-~·!==-============= ==================~F========= 
he is best suited for under the proper guidance program.(l27) 
Automobile driving lessons in the high schools as part of the 
curricul.Ulll are increasing the skill and attitude of safe drivfn€. "In 
communities •.• stU"veys showed that the aec i dent rate for school trained 
youngsters was approximately ~ per cent 10\'ler than the crash rate for 
those who just learned to drive."(61) 
11 The G. · I. :Bill of Rights is not :primarily responsible for university 
congestion. Mass Education had become an almost unmans.gea.ble giant before 
the tre.r. 11 Junior colleges are advocated offering the courses students need 
and can use. "We may establish for the student an institution which offers 
sound preparation for intelligent and rich living. 11 (31) 
Method of Instruction.-- Approximately one third of aJ.l school 
children are illiterate and discipline :problems because the textbooks dG 
no't; meet their reading capacity. The pupils can be supplied with reading 
mat erial a't; his own level disregarding his age and grade. In most school 
systems, "the sentence structure is too intricate, the vocabulary too 
large, the language too remote from contemporary speecb."(l60) 
. . 
An average of one third of the nation 1 s high school students have 
a limited verbal aptitude to profit from textbook instruction. A variety 
of non-verbal activities should be adopted. 11 The search to know thyself 
(one's talent) should be the prime business of a school." Teachers have 
a tendency to camouflage a pupil 1 s limited aptitude to parents by stating 
their offspring is not applying himself.(72) 
Education would advance more if over-stuffed words and phrases were 
eliminated.(l67) 
19 
Education from the primary grades ought to teach respect for the 
pooling and sharing of ideas and work. Secondly, th~ :pu.pUs be given an 
opportunity to develop their innate capacities. "Every child lmows that 
the manually gifted are not inferior to the intellectual gifted. 11 {134) 
Parents and teachers have done a poor job in sex instruction. 
"Principles and practice even among the mature don't always coincide. 
Shame, modesty, and the natural impulse from privacy tend to keep parents 
and teachers mute or awbtard in the discussion of such affairs." (186) 
In the education for democracy there must not be equality but rather 
each individual is given the opport1mity to grow depending on his native 
aptitudes and capacities. 11 Re (the pupil) eJ.so be made to see th~.t 
freedom is the twin sister of duty, and equality the twin of effort. 11 (SS) 
"The essence of history is the motion of people. The essence of 
literature is its effect upon people. Where literature moves people in 
activities commonly considered to be historical consequence it exerts its 
maximum leverage. It is exactly that literature which is most neglected 
in our schools." English instructors m~ integrate their course content 
with other school subjects and not just knowing parts of speech and · 
composition.(7l) 
11 0utdoor education" has become successful in Eattle Creek, Michigan 
by the direct use of community resources. 1They (educators) believe that 
many subjects now taught inside a classroom might better be taught in the 
community ••• with direct experiences for a textbo0k. 11 (163) 
Rote memory and e1.1rrent events are over-emphasized in History courses. 
"Some superintendents and principals appear to think that history can be 
taught by anybo~ on the faculty." American history is to be stressed 
20 
more in the grammar grades and be a constant in the high schools. ( S) 
1!he regnl.ations of education by credit, courses and units is onl~ 
one way to run a school, only a convenient w~, not necessarily the right 
w~ ••• the presence of millions of poor readers has created a crisis in 
our boOk-centered sehools. 1 (99) 
The cooperation of home and school is important sinee the school 
has the pupil only one-fourth of his waking time. The home not necess-
arily teaching but developing sound moral attitudes end a heel.thy dis-
position if le.arn. Few parents must concern themselves with a ehild's 
I. Q.., since it is a vague measuring device. The chief problem of our 
time is not the techniceJ. problem of greater specialization but rather a 
general background to cope with man and his environment~ (119) 
"Effort and activity yield the greatest education fruit when they 
now from interest." Many viewpoints against progressive edncation are 
not based on proper statistical studies. The main reason why educators 
and lEqlllen condemn it is that it is too expensive. Proper conditions must 
prevail such as small classes and a variety of equipment or progressive 
edneation will not function properly in the classroom.(l2) 
"The progressive theory provided no means of dealing with insub-
ordination." A lack of negative incentives put upon the student such as 
a fear of faUu.re or at least some goal to be accomplished has reduced 
the study habits ef students. Theories of progressive edncation seem 
excellent but when practiced are obsolete. "(Q- X = Z) Human nature 
plus progressive education equals perfect citizenship in theory. Human 
nature, however, is not a constant factor, consequently, it must be dealt 
with as a variable. 1 (11) 
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"Progressive education has contributed permanently to the American 
school philosophy by hammering home the fact that you learn best those 
things in which you are interested." Progressive education has been over-
done with improper guidance for the students.(l40) 
Extension courses are not limited anY more to the higher professional 
groups. Not only do aduJ.ts want to be taught, but they also want to 
participate 1n class lectures. Consequently, the discussion method heada 
the lwt in adult education. "Realization that a new type of teacher for 
a new kind of teaching is in demand is causing considerable scurrying in 
the halls of normal colleges."(l7) 
Education must not produce an intellectual product. It must be a 
vehicle in which every student develops as far as his native e:ptitude 
permits. Formalized exams and grades must be eliminated.(l78) Every 
person depending on his aptitude should have as much education as he can 
use to his own advantage and other people~ "More help for those who ean 
take it, but cennot pay for it and the bum 1 s rush for those who can ~ 
for it but cannot take it."(27) 
"Next to the art of thinking, the most important thing to teach is 
pride in accomplishment. 11 In teaching students how to think, a.ll facts 
must be presented in the classroom and none camouflaged.(l68) 
.Al.though the schools are doing a fairly good job in teaching citiz~st 
rights, the responsibilities of a citizen and the common welfare : of all is 
being neglected. Secondly, subject matter masters are being developed 
where emphasis may be on functional problems which face America's daily 
mode of living.(ll6) 
In time of a crisis, training with emphasis on indoctrination in liea 
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of education is used in the srmy service classrooms. •Whether students 
can be taught to think by the 1 quickie 1 methods as used in the armed 
forces is still an open question."(l9) 
Dr. Samuel Renshaw at Ohio State University, is attempting to 
develop the potential capacities of students, which he states are used 
at a minimum. The controlling factor in developing excellent memory is 
desire to do it. "Renshaw believes that all of us are potential gen-
iuses. n (3S) 
In Hartford, Connecticut, returning veterans in the high schools 
stu.dy the courses they need and each advances at his own individual. rate 
of speed. Many teachers have had to change their methods. 11 I 1ve dis-
covered that if I gave them practical problems to solve, they are 
infinitely more interested than in the textbook problems."(lS) 
Trade schools are not to be a dmnping ground for non-a.eademic 
inclined students. Secondly, teachers in their teaching methods must 
have a better understanding of their pupils.(l30) 
Students in Winnetka., Illinois operate their own ballk insurance 
company and collect taxes. .All these are integrated and made use of in 
the classroom subjects. Because it meets the present needs and existing 
interest of the pupils, the pupils improve in all phases of their school 
work. (16) 
School Building, Supplies and Eguipment.--When designing a. school 
building, the recommendations of the people who will use the building are 
important factors. Plans can include faciltiies for adult evening meetings, 




An average of seven fires daily take :place in our public schools. 
Only by parents 1 insisting that buildings be made safer (half of our 
schools) can these firetraps be eliminated. Administrators are neglec-
ting even the barest fire precautionary measures. "And the risks keep 
multiplying ••• as the school population grows and grows and as old buildings 
ere pressed into 'temporary service."(l83-4) 
Community cooperation without any school board assistance developed 
an adequate cafeteria. Consequently, the health and marks of pupils 
improved. Secondly, the interest and participation in school functions 
increased not only among women but also the men. (115) 
Action speaks louder than words. "There is no magic formula for 
improving our schools. The answer is simply communUy wide interest and 
hard work. • (105) 
Although a relatively poor community, the facilities for 4ooo pupils 
has steadily improved beeause of harmony among community resources. 11 The 
secret of cooperation is cooperation. Arousing interest is a two w~ 
proposition. 1 (106) 
With an increase of enrollment the faculties will be inadequate. 
The more important disadvantage will be a lack o~ equipment. (152) 
The country schoolhouse lacked modern accessories · of education, but 
it molded many fine citizens. It made wide use of commUnity resources 
and was "the scene of many a coJ1111lt1Ility sociable. 1 (21) 
The U. s. average for transporting pupils is $25. In North Carolina 
the cost has been reduced to $8.50 by the use of senior high school 
II girls, who are proving to be m(!)re competent than adult drivers. (135) 
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Many deplorable and obsolete schools still exist in our nation. The 
Save the Children Federation, founded in 1932, is a unique organization 
in that it assists remote rural areas to improve their school systems. (125) 
Teachers and School Administrators.-- Teachers are to possess a. sense 
of the vocation, an awareness of the duties. and. a disposition for the 
work involved. !-!ore money can be spent throughout the career of the 
teacher from his first intention to his retirement. Internship period 
similar to the medical profession is a.dvocated.(l22) 
Low pey and sociaJ. inequality are reasons why- many- teachers leave 
the profession. "Despite ••• the matter of salaries, I suspect that far 
fewer teachers would be leaving the profession if' society look upon them 
more as human beings." With a lack of candidates a collapse of our 
educational system is in sight. (23) 
SaJ.aries are not the only reason for teacher shorta&e. The heavy-
teachers' load, obsolete facilities and lack of personal liberties that 
other substantial citizens enjoy have played important parts.(97) 
.Although monetary increases will stimulate some, many instructors 
will never be any good unless the attitude and appreciation of both 
school administrators and parents improves. 1 Teachers need to assert 
themselves against the tin gods in supervisory and administrative 
positions. 1 (104) 
The teachers 1 day is too long, working many hours even after the 
pupils have been dismissed. 1 My job ••• it is robbing me -of my family. 1 (lll) 
Many- teachers quit ·the teaching profession because of social taboos. 
Secandl.y, they are one of the first to have their salaries lowered during 
an economic crisis. Finally, the unscrupulous tactics of many school 
boards of promotion and hiring is an important element of why teachers 
drop from the profession.(l56) 
Teaching is enjoyed by this instructor because there are no petty 
restr ictions in her out of school activities. "Teaching is more than 
just a job to me - it's a w~ of life."(llO) 
By having the proper democratic administrators, the schools in many 
communities can be improved. The most outstanding factor is to be aware 
of teacher initiative. This can be accomplished by giving teachers an 
opportunity to have an active voice in school problems.(l5S) 
Instructors must not be classified as "characters" with definite 
idiocyncracies. "Professors make mist~ces not because they are professors, 
but because they are men. 11 (3) 
College professors are like other human beings in that the environment 
interacts with all individuals. A necessity for successful teaching is 
having a sense of humor.(37) 
"The danger is not so much from communism as from communists." It 
is a false assumption to believe that a communist on a faculty who teaches 
the physical sciences can hardly be of any use in conveying pro-communism 
ideals. (4 7) 
"Membership in the Communist Party establishes a prima facie not a 
compelling case against educational employability. Dismissal will be 
applied whenever sufficient concrete evidence of activity appears on the 
campus." The proper defen:se in schools is to give the pupils a proper 
orientation on critical thinking in the facts of the many forms of 
government.(50) 
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A professor's widow reminisces on the elaborate looking funeral of 
her husband in comparison to his meager college salary. "And I cannot 
help believing that America will ultimately come of age and decide to pay 
a proper amount for the education of her children."(l94) 
A college professor left the profession because of inadequate 
salaries; intolerant of new instructors who were incompetent, and the 
heavy teaching load. Fed.eral or state aid will be needed to prevent a 
loss of good professors.(l92) 
An excessive amount of criticism is made on superintendents by 
parents and teachers. No matter on what basic principle he acts, it is 
impossible to please everyone. Criticism and pressures should be re-
lieved or the position will be one of monetary and glory value rather 
than a professional status.(33) 
Administrators are overload.ed with duties which are not any true 
business of their own. nAnd we shall hardly create a better functionary 
until we decide what the schools are for. Surely, no man is versatile 
enough to meet the qualifications which the position demands of him now." 
(73) 
The election of a school board is just as important as other positions 
in a general city election. Qualified persons can be candidates who have 
a genuine interest to study community needs as well as having a good 
educational baekground.(l31) 
A woman candidate emerges victorious as a school board member when 
the school issues are separated from polities. The l~ens 1 attitude 
and knowledge of the schools is of prime 1mportanee.(l32) 
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Conducting projects is not the only thing a Parents-Teacher Association 
does. "It regards as its main job the teaching of parents to be better 
parents ••• carrying it out will keep the spare time of earnest parents occrn-
pied, I should think, for quite a number of generations."(46) 
"It is a. challenge that has not yet been met, and will not be until 
businessmen in every community insist that their schools be operated, not 
in the same w~, but as effic1ently."(41) 
Dr. Butler of Columbia. has made an important contribution to education 
by increasing scholarships and opportunity to students working their w~ 
through college. Thus coming closer to an ideal of higher education avail-
able to all if their aptitude warrants it. (143) 
Small colleges can exchange professors in a. cooperative curriculum 
with other colleges. This will result in smaller institutions of learning 
offering higher salaries and the instructors being able to teach specific 
subjects of their choice and abilities.(52) 
Athletic-Extracurricular Activities.-- A great majority of the foot-
ball pleyers receive scholarships and aid in one form or another. Pittsburg 
University can justify itself on athletic subsidization in that lllB.IlY non-
athletics get scholarship assistance at the university.(5S) 
The over emphasis on athletic events is the improper method to · sell 
education. "Intercollegiate athletics are one of the activities that a 
university cen offer; they should not be the crux of the educational 
program."(2o4) 
When unscrupulous tactics are evident in college sports, the story 
should not be given a. hands off policy. "It wouJ.d seem •.• good sense for 
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college associations to learn to meet their problems head on, end not 
merely to hush up the critics.1 (7) 
Football coaches are frustrated and thus retire early in their teach-
ing career. It is the results of the many tasks beside coaching which they 
are called upon to perform. Coaching positions can grant the tenure plan 
and security that is given to teachers of the other school subjects.(200) 
Nonathletic Extracurrien;a Activities.-- A majority of after school 
recreation is in activities of premature adult training for school students 
11 The only recreation that deserves the name is recreation in which the 
child or youth makes some effort of his ~."(85) 
The after school hours of pupils is poorly supervised and guided. 
School subjects can assist by bringing out avocationa.l interest and 
aptitudes of students. Also, citizens ean help by serving as a bridge 
between school and home. (103) 
Camping facilities in the future for pupils during the summer months 
will take a prominent position on the agenda. of school boards. Learning 
products such as responsibility, resourcefulness, and self reliance are 
more effectively developed in camp life than in the confines of a class-
room.(144) 
A negative approach was used in develop ing interest in chess at 
Milwaukee pleygrounds. 11 The Department (recreation) ••• claims educational 
value for children developing leadership, fostering initiative, and 
exercising the reasoning power. 0 (147) 
College fraternities are taking steps to eliminate their discrimi-
nating clauses now existing for membership. Democracy must be lived and 
not just preached.(lS9, 161) 
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In the National Spelling Bees, nQ Champion has been produced from 
our largest cities. The middle west seems to have the best spellers. 
"What's wrong with our largest cities? 0 (193) 
Scholastic magazines sponsered a national art high school contest. 
Although the students who draw these pictures ~ someday become famous 
what is important is that these youngsters are able to express themselves 
in activities other than dancing and idleness.(l55) 
Foreign Schools Education.-- A method to obtain an understanding, 
tolerance, and e;ppreciation of one another would be for Russia and the 
United States to exchange students on a fairly good sized scale. The 
system has functioned properly previously with our South American neigh-
bors and Chinese students. Approximately 1,000 foreign students are now 
studying in American colleges. This can be increased to 50,000. (98, 154) 
The surplus war equipment in foreign countries can be given to these 
countries in exchange for scholarships to be made available to American 
students.(l57) 
Field trips aid the foreign students to get a more realistic .view of 
life in America. Not only should they be shown the best and worst in a 
community, but also the average way of everydey living. (l2g) 
Children in Germany have been indoctrinated in parrot like and 
perfunctory classroom routine. "They have never held independent 
thought. • The problem is to get these children in how to think, not what 
to think.(l50) 
Instructors in Germany lack supplies and equipment. Also, their 
classroom methods are still on a lock-step totalitarian principle. 'L'Tider 
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publicity should be given for the re-education of German youth, thereby 
increasing American supervisors and proper textbooks~(39) 
"Soviet education aims at convincing its people that the future 
can be predicted scientifically along materialistic lines •• . and that 
things of the spirit, God, and man's soul do not exist a.nd therefore do 
not matter." Ednca.tion is a. tool of the state and not for the good of 
the people. (H~S) 
In Yugoslavia. school children are being taught in militarization and 
indoctrination methods. The arithmetic lessons are even based on practical 
war problems. This nation "sows the seeds of future wars. 11 (30) 
Two unions for teachers are attempting to gain control of aJ.l teach-
ers. One with a philosophy that a. teacher ha.s professional obligations 
beyond those of political interest. The other union follows the Marxian 
philosophy. ~ecause of "stable like" school conditions and low salaries, 
it will be a slow process for all teachers to be cognizant of democratic 
principles.(26) 
Discipline and ~eha.vior of ??Pils.--Vfuen judging a. Child's behavior 
not only does the school effect it, but also the many social and tech-
nological media.. 11 If our graduates do not appear to do well in their 
post school exam, look for more than one source of fault~ If we err, 
correct us -but with good manners, if you plea.se."(94) 
Children will feel insecure and become discipline problems when 
starting school because of improper reading readiness. As a result they 
will not be able to tolerate the competition of other children. "One 
solution of this problem ••• to establish at least three first grades and 
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the same number of second grades so that children at the same stage 
development could be grouped together~"(lS2) 
Unstable emotional children are constantly with us. The school 
has these children only a few hours a day. Although the school can help 
for a sound emotional growth, the parents mnet provide the right atmos-
phere at home for a proper fomdation.(51) Pupils in their early school 
~s can have a physical checkup for hearing and sight handicaps. 
Parents too often come to a conclusion that the child has limited capacity 
for learning when in reality it is a physical ailment hindering the 
child's progress.(l76, 185) 
Many a child 1 s behavior is traced to a maladjusted home environment. 
The cure is not necessarily expensive toys or gifts, but"a pedestrian 
thing called love. 1 (166) 
The attitude of pupils in schools is generally based on problem 
parents. "Problem parents ••• ere divided into five general types: the 
gullible, the shielding, the too interested, the indifferent, and the 
parent who is still afraid of teacher." Parents must visit the school 
more often and get acquainted with teaehers.(SO) 
Poor discipline on part of pupils are the cause of delinquent 
parents and dnll teachers. "Give a normal youngster responsibility and 
useful work and you seldom get a problem child in the classroom. 1 (79) 
Pupils can profit much by having the proper attitude in elementary 
grades by the parents• cooperation in pre-school d~s. "These two 
principles are: build up a child's basic security in the family relation-
ship; and second build up e, child's sense of adequacy in his co:mmunity." ( 91) 
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11ll1hen you think long enough about what is the matter with anything 
you go back to educa.tion. 11 Students must gain the appreciation and 
attitude that progress is based on preceding foundations of ideas and not 
based on one omnipotent person or generation.(5) 
"Many educators seem to think that improvement in education was a 
matter of money ••• or bringing education to the pupil instead of making 
him come and get it. Scrap the obsolete schools. ]ut make some effort 
to encourage boys end girls who value education enough to jump a few 
hurdles. n (1) 
The increased enrollment at a. southern college has distorted the 
concept of many educators that a warm climate has a negative effect on 
the mind and incentive to study.(57) 
.. --'-
"It has long been said by edueators ••• that no student can properly 
absorb such subjects as literature, politics, philosophy, and history 
until he himself has had experience of life. Ex]erience of life is just 
what the returning veterans ••• are bringing with them. n (96) 
President :Embree of the Julius Rosenwald Fund stated, "Our college 
students are short on intellectual curiosity ••• are slaves to the rote of 
textbook and need to study more psychology- and social science." The be-
havior and ability of American youth during World War II, who are produets 
of American school would seem to contradict Embree's findings.(l45) 
"Inevitably, Roosevelt (college) is under close scrutiny by those 
who oppose the quota systems so widespread in American institutions of 
higher learning." This college functions in the basic principle that 
college education is available to all regardless of race.(53) 
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New York's City College seems to house the most serious minded and 
ambitious student bo~ in America. Because of their social-economic back-
ground, students are not at a higher institution of learning just for the 
"ride. 11 (28) Although it will be at the discretion of college officials 
to decide which returning G. I.'s will enter aollege. The veteran must 
decide himself by "examining" his native aptitude, abilities, interest, 
and circumstances.(90) 
Many educators believe the G. I. Bill has loopholes in it. "They 
also object ••• tbe law which bases a veteran's stay in college on his 
length of service. A man is either college material or he isn't." The 
educators must not become alarmed since the student will accept the com-
petitive spirit which was prevelant for promotion in the service ranks.(lO) 
"Extremes of intolerance and of radical thinking are as rare todey 
as is the racoon coated Joe College." The college spirit still exists, 
but the students have a world perspective view in their thinking.(l73) 
"Fifty thousand high school girls bear illegitimate children every 
year." One of the basic causes is lack of learning on sex problems.(l87) 
Finance.~- Many capable students are denied higher education because 
of their economical status. Federal aid may be in the form of scholar-
ships. Also, students entering college must not assume an attitude that 
a degree is the key to a world of euphoria. (48) 
Students are at a. disadvantage when tuition fee must be paid in ad-
vance. A feasible solution would be au ins.tallment plan p~ent. "They 
(educators) will be able to present in their classroom a more valid cross-
section of American Youth."(l90) 
"If we are going to keep any real equality of opportunity, national 
standards of primary and secondary education must be established and 
aided by Federal taxation." The teacher turnover due to low salaries 
causes instability in the classroom procedure.(lOO) 
A minimum wage law exists for most workers. Teachers must be in-
eluded in a similar type of a law with federal aid to overcome the barriers 
that may occur in poor states due to the enactment of a minimum teacher 
wage law. (164) 
":Brains, education end hard work are the qualities .America feels 
should be rewarded \'lith the highest PfW·" Hence, teachers should be one 
of- the best paid of all professions because of their responsibility and 
importance. Failure to recognize a proper teacher salary seale will 
eventually lead in hiring press agents to attract persons to the teaChing 
profession.(95) 
An educated population is the foundation of democratic living. Con-
sequently, salaries of college instructors could be raised to prevent loss 
of competent people. Although not the proper solution, tuition fees could 
be raised. (191) Yo1lllg instructors are being lured away from schools by 
industry. Not only should the school administrators increase the salaries 
but that the business people be more conservative in choosing teachers. 
Secondly, "The business world appreciates the need for conservation of 
the academic research from which it draws its technicians."(25) 
"Ten million Americans can't read or write." Federal aid must be 
brought into the schools to preserve democracy. Isolation of individual 
states for individual standards does not remedy the situation, since 




Although federal control is inevitable when federal funds are made 
available to public schools. "What other way out is there - \'that prac-
tical way out - beside generous federal grants in aid to the schools?"(l77) 
Mon.ey that individuals give for worthwhile causes is difficult to 
visualize. Mone,y personally spent upon the education of students is more 
readily visualized and can be considered as a tax exemption in these dqs 
of higher tax scales.(35) 
Foreign countries have and are giving large sums to .American Colleges 
for propaganda. purposes. "Surely a gift from B. government which only 
recently sponsored a congress of intellectuals at which everything 
American was lambasted, might be subjected to more suspician than it appears 
to have aroused at Columbia." Columbia has shown an apparent indifferent 
attitude when accepting $30,000 from the Polish Communist government.(43) 
It mey seem as thoug~ the colleges are "crawling" with money with a. 
heavy increased enrollment because of' the G. I. :Bill of Rights. The fact 
remains that tuition is still being increased and many colleges are 
operating at a loss or in a borderline condition. A huge factor causin€ 
this has been the investment ma.de to expand the physical facilities of 
colleges.(29) 
G. I. students have been charged in state universities the tuition 
cost similar to non-resident rates. This feature was elicited from the 
federal government by college officials. "With this country operating 
under a back-breaking debt, there is also a case against relieving states 
entirely of their financial obligations in educating their awn youth."(34) 











SID.fiURY Alm CONCLUSION 
Summa.:ry.-- In the examination of 76S table of contents in the four 
periodice.ls namely: Ladies 1 Home Journal, The Satur~ Evening Post, 
Harper 1 s Magazine, Collier's, for the years 1944 and 1949 inclusive, 224 
educational articles appeared. 
The smallest number appeared in 1941+, with twenty-five articles and 
the largest numerical amount appeared in 1949 with forty-eight educational 
articles. 
Forty-one per cent of the 224 articles \"lere on the college level. 
Adult education had a total percentage of four and six-tenths. Ten per 
cent of the articles were on a secondary level. Twenty-three per cent of 
the articles dealt with elementary, secondary grade level combined. 
In the eleven main classifications, athletic-extracurricular acti-
vities had the highest percentage with 16.5. Secondly, methods of instruc-
tion and school administration were equally dealt with each having 13 per 
cent. Also, the value of education classification had a percentage of 
11.7. One per cent of the articles were in the public support of private 
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